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Union Vibes is a
special publicatio
by the St. Lucia
Teachers’ Union.
The focus of this
publication is to
keep teachers
abreast with cur-
rent SLTU activi-
ties/ events.
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Don Howell
Public Relations
Officer

g

Julian Monrose,
President of SLTU,
addressing the CUT

Conference

Message from the Public Relations Officer

Let me take this opportunity on behalf of the executivihefSt.
Lucia Teachers’ Union to wish all teachers a prodectwd
blessed academic year 2011 to 2012. Let us as teachers c
our resolve to educate the nation’s children and to mak®-
found impact on our education system for the continued gsg
of our nation.

We know that the times we teach in are challengimgdi Edu
cation is evolving and we as teachers are requiredcéotfeosé
challenges and never relent in our efforts. In thisriation
age, our traditional instructional strategies have to kdifred so

that our instruction can remain abreast with socidexhands.
The implication for teachers is professional trairamgl developt

ment. Therefore we as teachers must always seek tifycquat
selves so that we will not alienate ourselves fromséhnew
trends.

There is much discussion across the region of Teaclongdils
and licensing of teachers. Although this is stillie discussio
stages in many countries, we need to ponder on whamitie-
mentation of such on initiative would mean for you dsacher
How would the licensing of teachers work? Would teachevs
have to meet a certain criteria to remain in theégasion? All

these are questions we should be asking. There are ntary

issues which we cannot discuss in this article that eedrto
ponder on as we chart the way forward for education .ih 5t
cia.

From October ?' to October ¥ 2011 the St. Lucia Teache
Union will be observing Teachers’ Week. This year teme)
for Teachers’ Week is: Teachers for Gender Equalitycopy of
the activities planned are posted in this Newsletter.

bntinue
1

gr

=

ot




that strides have been made to achieve gender equalityergmequality is still perpetuated
some of the policies that govern us. Let us consider tleisasio. All teachers, whether male
female, are entitled to Vacation Leave once a yéarfdmale teacher’s maternity leave coinci

lates to gender inequality. Does the system which geweun profession deprive a woman of
right to vacation leave because of her medical conditidow sound is such a predicament in
modern era?

years Teachers’ Week activities. It is important thatshow solidarity with each other for we
all in the same struggle. Making the union strong begitts the level of support that you as

ourselves. Therefore, | am expecting to see everybyeu at the various activities. Let us ¢
tinue our struggle , let us not relent in our cause and lanites for power and progress!

Theme: Teachers for Gender Equality
ACTIVITIES

Sunday Oct 2nd Ecumenical Service - Babonneau Multiperfesitre

Time: 10a.m - Brunch Follows at the Babonneaw®gary School

Monday Oct 3rd : Grand Boatride on “Tangoo Too” - Fee: @55.
Boat departs Rodney Bay Marina at 9&rmmptly
Tuesday Oct 4th : Branch Activities

Wednesday Oct 5th Education Conference - Marigot Secondhools- Time: 9:00a.m

Teachers’ Talent on Parade
Castries Comprehensive Secondary - Time: 7:00p.m

Thursday Oct 6th :

Friday Oct 7th Teacher Appreciation Day

Football Finals - La Guerre Babonneau

Saturday Oct 8th : Retirees Function (By Invitation @nly

Sunday Oct 9th Teachers’ Week Rally - Morne Coubatihite, Soufriere - Time: 10a.

$500 to give away to persons who are at the rallynos. t

The theme is very timely as many persons tend t@lide gender equality. In spite of the fact
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with her vacation leave then that teacher does noiveeber vacation leave. That in itself trans-

her
this

We teachers have always been the shapers of sociesyusepntinue to take the lead and con-
front these issues with a united front. For this redsm urging all teachers to participate in this

are
an

individual show for your union. It is also a time faog to celebrate our hard work and appreciate
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35th Biennial C.U.T
Conference

Delegates and camp followers of the St. Lucia
Teachers’ Union returned to the island having
attended the 35Biennial Conference of the Car-

ibbean Union of Teachers (C.U.T) which took
place August 6 — 13, 2011 in Barbados.

The theme for the conference was “Caribbean
Teachers: Pillars of Caribbean Unity.” This theme
reflected the commitment of the C.U.T to the
realization of full Caribbean Unity.

During the conference delegates received reports froiterdfand various units and adopted policies
and programmes for the next biennium. The conferepeeifcally discussed and adopted positions on
Public Education in Haiti, the need for governments ofréggon to formalize Early Childhood Educa-
tion, the Caribbean Primary School Exit Examinatioregching Councils, Indiscipline in Schools, ICT
in Education, the Global Financial Crisis and its immacteachers in the region, Natural Disasters and
C.U.T's preparedness to respond to them, Gender Braald other gender related issues and an in-
crease in C.U.T dues.

The C.U.T confirmed that the $4iennial Under 15 Track and Field Championships will bel frekthe
Bahamas in July 2012. The C.U.T Track and Field Championsttipsh started in 1986 provides an
avenue for students 8 — 15 years to gain exposure in regi@ed dnd Field competition. These Cham-
pionships have been a breeding ground for some of thbb@an 's most outstanding Track and Field
athletes. The C.U.T Track and Field Championships is flibggemember units of the Caribbean Union
of Teachers.

The conference also held election of officers fer wppcoming biennium. Mr. Julian Monrose, President
of the St. Lucia Teachers’ Union was elect&d\ace President of the C.U.T. The full executive of the
C.U.T for 2011 — 2013 is:

President - Marvin Andall - Grenada
1% Vice President - Karen Best - Barbados
2 Vice President- Celia Nicholas - Dominica
3 Vice President- Julian Monrose - St. Lucia
Trustees - Vernest Mark - Antigua
Michael Stewart - Jamaica

At the first meeting of the executive committee of t©.U.T held immediately after the conference, the
executive confirmed that the secretariat of the C.UlTramain in Jamaica and appointed Dr. Adolph
Cameron as General Secretary and Mrs. Judith Speneerett &s Deputy General Secretary. Mr. John
Estephane and Mr. Don Howell of the St. Lucia Teachdmson were appointed to serve on C.U.T’s
Sports and Publications Committees respectively.



